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Supporting children with reading comprehension 
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• Discuss the topic of the book with your child. What do we already know 

about this topic? 

• Explore the cover and title. What clues do the cover picture and title give 

us about the book? 

• Predict what may happen in the story. Change the prediction as you read 

through the story. 

• Ask your child to visualise what they are reading. Like a movie, our brain 

creates a picture/video of what is happening. Ask them to imagine what 

they can see, smell, feel, hear. (E.g. When reading about Cinderella... In 

my cinema I can see a tired girl in tattered clothes, who smells like smoke 

because she sleeps by the fireplace.) 

• Help your child to make connections when reading. This will help him/her 

to relate to the text. This reminds me of _____ (a book, a movie, the time 

that we went to, etc.) 

• Discuss what your child has read.  

• Ask your child different levels of questions 

1. Naming: what are they doing? 

2. Describing: What is happening? 

3. Retelling/ Sequencing: What happened first/ last? What do you think 

would happen next? 

4. Reasoning: What will happen if…? What could you do when…? Why 

can’t we…? What would you do if…? How do you know…? 


