
2nd Class Teaching and Learning Notes update 11th-15th May 2020  
 
Hello 2nd class students, parents and guardians, 
 
We hope that you are all keeping safe, well and happy at home.  
  
As many of you will have seen in our most recent assembly, we are including students and staff who 
have a talent or insight they want to share, take Emily’s (Sarah’s Class) musical performance for 
example. If there’s something your child would like to share, like reciting a poem or passage from a 
favourite book, something inspired from Active HOME challenge, be sure to let us know through 
homelearning@firhouseetns.ie with the name of your child’s teacher in the subject line and we will 
endeavour to schedule it for a future assembly. 
  
This week we are celebrating World Book Day. We know how much 2nd class like to read so we would 
love to create a collage of all the different books 2nd class are reading at home. If you would like to 
share, please take a photo of your child holding their book or just the book itself and send it on to your 
child’s class teacher. For our students, have a think about a book that you enjoyed reading and the 
reasons why. Please write a book review using the template below to share your thoughts. It might just 
inspire your classmates to read the same book! 
 
Below is the work for the week ahead. Do your best with this work but we understand it might be difficult 
to do it all. The three most important things you can do are: do lots of reading every single day, practise 
your spellings every week and revise your tables regularly. 
 
Remember you can share your work, or any other activity/active challenge/project you have completed, 
with your teacher using the email address homelearning@firhouseetns.ie or the class form: 
Celine’s Class: http://www.firhouseetns.ie/second-class-celine-2019-2020.html 
Sarah’s Class: http://www.firhouseetns.ie/second-class-sarah-2019-2020.html  
 
Finally, your happiness and mental health is most important during this time so please find a level of 
home learning (if any) that suits your family. Please get in touch if you need any further advice or 
support. 
 
Very best wishes to you and your families, 
Celine and Sarah 
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Maths 
● Master Your Maths:  

○ If your child has not completed up to week 30 of the book please continue to do one column a day.  
○ If your child has completed up to week 30 you can go through the book to find any missed columns 

and check the Friday tests in the back of the book.  
● Capacity: What a great concept to learn from home! Ask your parents if you can use containers to compare how 

much water each holds! If you do, put the containers with water on a towel to stop messy spills or use them outside! 
○ Worksheet 1: Capacity - Containers  
○ Worksheet 2: Capacity - Litre 
○ Worksheet 3: Capacity - ½ litre, ¼ litre 
○ Worksheet 4: Capacity - Problems 
○ Worksheet 5: A Quick Look Back 

● Tables: Optional worksheets with solutions on the COVID-19/Home Learning page for those who want them. 
○ Everyday revise addition and subtraction tables for the number 9 - Say them aloud and if possible, 

ask someone to quiz you at home! 
English 

● Spellings: See spelling list in box below.  
○ Write each word 3 times.  
○ Choose 5 words and put them into a sentence - orally or in written form. 

This weeks spellings: 
/tion/ sounds like ‘shun’ 

     must      nation    relation    fiction           minute 
     stuck     station    action      dictionary     second 

Challenge: Can you 
think of any other words 
with this rule? 
Clue: What do these signs 
mean?   + - ? !  

Remember to:

 

● Writing:  
○ Worksheet 6: Book Review. Please pick the book you are reading or your favourite book and tell us 

all about it. Maybe it will help your classmates choose to read the same book!  
■ It would be great if you drew a picture of your favourite part on a seperate sheet! 

○ Worksheet 7: Comparing Adjectives 
○ Worksheet 8: Comprehension 

                   *Please remember full sentences, capital letters and full stops!  
                         Please try to use your best cursive handwriting too! 

● Reading: 
○ Read as much as you can! Read in your head or aloud for someone for at least 10 

minutes everyday.  
Gaeilge 

● Our topic is Sa Bhaile (At Home) Audio links are included for each so you can hear how to say the words. 
○ Dán (Poem) - Listen to, read and say the poem! Can you say it aloud all by yourself? 
○ Worksheet 9: Use the sentences and pictures to tell us what you have/do not have at home.  
○ Worksheet 10: List where you can/cannot see the glasses.  

 
Project: Pick an animal (tiger, giraffe, whale) to research for a project. Follow the guide below for more help.  



Worksheet 1:  

 
 
 
 
 
 



Worksheet 2:  

 
 
 
 



Worksheet 3:  

 
 
 
 
 



Worksheet 4: 

 
 
 
 
 



Worksheet 5: 

 
 
 
 
 



Worksheet 6: Book Review 

 



 
Worksheet 7: Comparing Adjectives. Writing the answers on a sheet is fine - no need to print! 

 



Worksheet 8: Please read this story and answer the questions about it on the following page. 
No need to print the sheets - answering the questions on a piece of paper is fine! 

 

 



Top tip - In comprehensions the questions are usually in the order they happen in the story! So go 
through the story one bit at a time if needed. Remember to answer with full sentences.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Gaeilge: Dán (Poem) 
 
Can you say this poem all by yourself? 
Listen to the poem here: http://data.cjfallon.ie/audio/16946-CD2-Track-73.mp3 

 
 
Pronunciation:  Translation: 
 

Shin ay muh wah-drah 
in-a he air on stole, 
Bean shay egg ih-ha 
Iss bean shay egg oh-ll. 
 
Oh-lan shay bon-ya 
iss ih-hin shay ah-ron, 
Iss dare shay woof, woof 
Nur a viy-n shay lawn, 

That is my dog 
sitting on the stool, 
He is always eating 
and drinking. 
 
He drinks milk 
and he eats bread, 
And he says “woof! Woof!” 
when he is full. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://data.cjfallon.ie/audio/16946-CD2-Track-73.mp3


Worksheet 9: Cad atá agat sa bhaile? (What do you have at home?) 
Listen to the children say if they have these objects at home. Remember tá ✔ / níl X 
Listen here: http://data.cjfallon.ie/audio/16946-CD2-Track-29.mp3 
Now tell us what you have at home. Write 5 sentences using  tá___agam sa bhaile ✔ / níl ___agam sa bhaile X 

 
 
 
 

http://data.cjfallon.ie/audio/16946-CD2-Track-29.mp3


Worksheet 10: Cá bhfuil na spéaclaí?   (Where are the glasses?) 
Listen to the words here starting at 13 seconds: http://data.cjfallon.ie/audio/16946-CD1-Track-49.mp3 
  
Tá na spéaclaí (the glasses are) - List the places you can see the glasses here  
Níl na spéaclaí (the glasses are not) - List the places you cannot see the glasses here 

 

http://data.cjfallon.ie/audio/16946-CD1-Track-49.mp3


Project: 
● Think of an animal you want to learn more about (tiger, giraffe, whale, owl, hedgehog). 
● Gather any books you might have about that animal. Or use the following websites: 

https://www.dublinzoo.ie/animals/our-animals/ 
https://www.fotawildlife.ie/animals-plants 
https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/animals/ 
Remember if you are using the internet always use https://www.kiddle.co/ as your search engine. 

● Present your project in any way you want (poster, mini-book, ebook -www.mystorybook.com, etc) 
 
Below is a guide for what you should include in your project. Do your best to research the following areas.  
We have also included an example of research we did on the Emperor Penguin so you know how to write about 
your animal. We are sure you could present it much nicer than us! :) 

Picture: Draw or print a picture of your animal. 

Type of animal: What type of animal did you pick? Research which category matches your animal best. 

 

Habitat: Where does the animal normally live? Why do they live there? 

 
For example: Emperor penguins live in polar regions. In fact, they only live in Antarctica, or the South Pole. You 
will never see an Emperor penguin in the Arctic, or the North Pole. There are less types of other animals in polar 
regions because it is so cold. Because of this, there are fewer species of animals to compete with the penguin for 
food or to harm them 

Physical Features: What parts of their body help them to survive in their habitat? Think of what they look like 
and what they do during the day (eat, hunt, swim, climb). Think of important words like claws, gills, scales, fur.  
Label these parts of the animal on your picture. 

 

https://www.dublinzoo.ie/animals/our-animals/
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For example: Penguins keep warm in such cold weather because they have lots of blubber. This is like a layer of 
fat that keeps all the heat in. This helps them go swimming in icy water. They also have flippers to help them 
swim very fast and a long bill to help them eat fish. 

Food: What does your animal like to eat? Is your animal a carnivore (only eats meat), herbivore (only eats 
plants) or an omnivore (eats everything)? 

Sample food:  
 
For example: A penguin’s favourite meal is seafood. Most of the time penguins eat fish but they also enjoy other 
animals from the ocean including squid, krill and crustaceans. 

3 Interesting Facts: Include 3 facts that you thought were interesting when you were researching your animal. 
For example: 

1. Emperor Penguins are the largest type of penguin. They can measure 115cm tall! 
2. Emperor penguins spend their whole lives in Antarctica where temperatures can go below -50 degrees! 
3. Once female Emperor Penguins lay an egg, they go to find fish and leave the egg with the male. The male 

penguin balances the egg on his feet for 2 months waiting for the female to return! 

 
 
 
Remember you can send pictures of your projects to your teacher and let your teacher know if you want 
the pictures put on the school website! :) 


